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Abstract

This sketchbook shares images of the visions I experienced following a craniotomy
and the Charles Bonnet Syndrome that ensued. | decided to create it as | found that
little imagery of this sort exists and | wanted to give the medical professionals who
had cared for me my findings. | believe that seeing the images experienced by the
patient, rather than just hearing them described, could be a valuable frame of
reference from which those who care for sufferers could gain a feel for the complete
alteration of perception experienced. | have produced a set of images in
chronological order, firstly the hallucinations known as Charles Bonnet Syndrome,
followed by the images due to delusions, ending with the recurrence of
hallucination. Charles Bonnet Syndrome (CBS) is a common condition among
people who’ve lost their sight. It causes people who’ve lost a lot of vision to see
things that aren’t really there — medically known as having a hallucination. The
main feature of this disorder is the presence of delusions, unshakable beliefs in
something untrue or not based on reality. Following this experience | would suggest
that my visions were in part created by what | know, what | like and what | dislike.
In addition, I found that colour was a reflection of my surroundings and its contents.
The asymmetries in some sketches reflect how I now see as | also have Hemianopia
as a result of the operation. | must add that although impaired sight has reduced the
finesse with which I used to draw, | have endeavoured to reproduce faithfully what

| saw.

Charles Bonnet Syndrome (CBS) is a common condition among people who’ve lost their

sight. It causes people who’ve lost a lot of vision to see things that aren’t really there —

medically known as having a hallucination.

Delusions: previously called paranoid disorder, is a type of mental illness in which a person
cannot tell what is real from what is imagined. The main feature of this disorder is the presence

of delusions, unshakable beliefs in something untrue or not based on reality.
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