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 Black Powder – Ally Sharrick 

England, 1605: 12-year-old Tom must save his father from hanging. 

He falls in with a mysterious stranger – the Falcon – who promises to help him in 
exchange for his service. But on the long journey to London, Tom discovers the 
Falcon’s true mission – and a plot to blow up Parliament with barrels of black 
powder. Tom faces a terrible decision: secure his father’s release, or stop the 
assassination of the king … 

 

My Especially Weird Weekend with Tess - Anna Wolz 

It’s the first day of the holidays and Sam is roaming the island of Texel, imagining 
what it’d feel like to be the last person on earth. Then, like a whirlwind, 12-year-
old islander Tess swoops into his life. Sam’s only option is to go along for the 
ride.  Soon he’s dancing the waltz, burying a pet canary, and coming up with an 
especially weird plan to help Tess find her father, who doesn’t even know she 
exists. Along the way, Sam discovers the true meaning of family and what it is to 
be alive. One thing’s for sure – this is a holiday he’ll never forget. 

 

 

The Hitch-Hikers Guide to the Galaxy – Douglas Adams 

It's an ordinary Thursday lunchtime for Arthur Dent until his house gets 
demolished. The Earth follows shortly afterwards to make way for a new 
hyperspace express route, and Arthur's best friend has just announced that he's 
an alien. At this moment, they're hurtling through space with nothing, but their 
towels and a book inscribed in large, friendly letters: DON'T PANIC. 

Safiyyah’s War – Hiba Noor Khan 

War comes to the streets of Paris and Safiyyah’s life changes for ever. 
Her best friend’s family have fled, and the bombing makes her afraid to leave the 
mosque where she lives. But when her father is arrested by the Nazis for his 
secret Resistance work, it falls to Safiyyah to run the dangerous errands around 
the city. 
It’s not long before hundreds of persecuted Jews seek sanctuary at the mosque. 
Can Safiyyah find the courage to enter the treacherous catacombs under Paris 
and lead the Jews to safety? 

‘I think it’s the books that you read when you’re young that live with you forever’ 
J. K Rowling  

We are really looking forward to welcoming you at HABS in September. Here are a few titles you 
might be interested in reading over the summer break. We are also inviting you to enter a library 

competition – More details at the back of this reading list. 

THE BOURNE LIBRARY  
 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Apple and Rain – Sarah Crossan 

Apple's mother disappeared years ago, leaving Apple with her nana and a lot of 
unanswered questions. But when she unexpectedly explodes back into Apple's life 
like a comet, homecoming is bittersweet. It's only when Apple meets someone 
more lost than she is that she begins to see things as they really are. 
 
This beautiful novel from multi-award-winning author Sarah Crossan explores 
family, friendship and reconciliation. It is a story about how messy, complicated 
and surprising love can be. 

assassination of the king …

 

 

October, October – Katya Balen 

October and her dad live in the woods. They know the trees and the rocks and 
the lake and stars like best friends. They live in the woods, and they are wild. And 
that's the way it is. 
Until the year October turns eleven. That's the year October rescues a baby owl. 
It's the year Dad falls out of the biggest tree in their woods. The year the woman 
who calls herself October's mother comes back. The year everything changes. 

Everything All At Once - Stephen Camden 

In Everything All at Once, Steven Camden's poems speak to the kaleidoscope of 
teen experience and life at secondary school. 
 

 

 

The London Eye Mystery -  Siobhan Dowd 

11.32 a.m. Ted and his sister Kat watch their cousin Salim get on board the 
London Eye. The pod rises from the ground, high above the city. 
12.02 p.m. The pod lands and the doors open. Everyone exits - everyone but 
Salim. 
Has he spontaneously combusted? (Ted's theory.) 
Has he been kidnapped? (Aunt Gloria's theory.) 
Is he even still alive? (The family's unspoken fear.) … 

Talking to Alaska – Anna Wolz 

It only takes one day at their new school for Parker and Sven to become mortal 
enemies. Parker had a terrible summer and just wants to be invisible, while Sven 
is desperate to make an impression and be known as anything other than "that 
boy with epilepsy." 

When Parker discovers her beloved dog Alaska – who she had to give away last 
year – now belongs to Sven, she's determined to steal Alaska back. Of course, 
that's easier said than done... 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crusade – Elizabeth Laird 

When Adam's mother dies unconfessed, he pledges to save her soul with dust 
from the Holy Land. Employed as a dog-boy for the local knight, Adam grabs the 
chance to join the Crusade to reclaim Jerusalem. He burns with determination to 
strike down the infidel enemy.Salim, a merchant's son, is leading an uneventful 
life in the port of Acre - until news arrives that a Crusader attack is imminent. To 
keep Salim safe, his father buys him an apprenticeship with an esteemed, 
travelling doctor. But Salim's employment leads him to the heart of Sultan 
Saladin's camp - and into battle against the barbaric and unholy invaders. 

  

 

The War of the Wind – Victoria Williamson 

On a remote Scottish island, fourteen-year-old Max’s life changes forever when 
he loses his hearing in a boating accident. Struggling to make sense of his new 
life and finding it hard to adapt in school, he begins to notice other - even 
stranger - changes taking place when a new wind farm appears off the island’s 
coast. 
With the help of three school friends with additional support needs, Max 
discovers that a sinister scientist, Doctor Ashwood, is using wind turbines to 
experiment on the islanders. They must find a way to shut down the 
government’s secret test before it spins out of control… 

Children of the Stone City – Beverley Naidoo 

Set in a world where Adam and Leila and their friend Zak live as Nons under the 
Permitted ruling class. Then, when Adam and Leila’s father dies unexpectedly, 
their mother faces losing her permit to live in the Stone City with deportation to 
where she was born. Before music-loving Adam can implement his plan to save 
Mama, Zak is arrested for a bold prank that goes wrong, with far-reaching 
repercussions for them all . . . 

 

Impossible Creatures – Katherine Rundell 

   a passage to the Archipelago: a cluster of magical islands where all the 
creatures of myth still live and breed and thrive in their thousands. There he 
meets Mal: a girl from the islands, who is in possession of a flying coat and a 
baby griffin, and who is being pursued by a killer. Together they embark on an 
urgent quest to discover why the creatures are suddenly perishing, voyaging 
across the wild splendour of the Archipelago, where sphinxes hold secrets and 
centaurs do murder, in a bid to save both the islands and the world beyond them 
from a rising evil - before it's too late. 

Medusa – Jessie Burton  

If I told you that I'd killed a man with a glance, would you wait to hear the 
rest? The why, the how, what happened next? 

 

Monster. Man-hater. Murderess. Forget everything you've been told about 
Medusa. 
Internationally bestselling author Jessie Burton flips the script in this astonishing 
retelling of Greek myth, illuminating the woman behind the legend at last. 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chronicles of Narnia  – C S Lewis 

The Chronicles of Narnia have enchanted millions of readers over the last fifty 
years and the magical events described in C.S. Lewis's immortal prose have left 
many a lasting memory. For here is a world where a witch decrees eternal winter; 
where there are more talking animals than people; and where battles are fought 
by Centaurs, Giants and Fauns. 
 

 

 

Tyger – S F Said 

Adam has found something incredible in a rubbish dump in London. A mysterious, 
mythical, magical animal. A TYGER. And the tyger is in danger. 
 

Adam and his friend Zadie are determined to help, but it isn't just the tyger's life at 
stake. Their whole world is on the verge of destruction. Can they learn to use their 
powers before it's too late? 

The Hobbit – JRR Tolkien 

Bilbo Baggins enjoys a quiet and contented life, with no desire to travel far from 
the comforts of home; then one day the wizard Gandalf and a band of dwarves 
arrive unexpectedly and enlist his services – as a burglar – on a dangerous 
expedition to raid the treasure-hoard of Smaug the dragon. Bilbo’s life is never to 
be the same again. 

 

 

A Boy From Baghdad  –  Miriam Halahmy 

It’s 1951, and twelve-year-old Salman Shasha is happy with his life in Baghdad. 
But trouble is brewing. Salman and his family are Iraqi Jews and their 
government has been turning against their community for years. Things become 
so dangerous that the whole family are forced to leave Iraq for Israel, the 
“Promised Land”. Once they arrive, however, they realise that things are not what 
they dreamed they would be. Taken to a refugee camp, the Shasha family try to 
make the best of their situation. But the dominant group in the country – the 
Ashkenazi Jews – look down on families like Salman’s and treat them horribly... 
An inspiring, atmospheric tale about the power of perseverance, friendship and 
family. 

The Van Gogh Deception – Deron Hicks 

Dan Brown meets Jason Bourne in this riveting middle-grade mystery thriller. 
When a young boy is discovered in Washington DC’s National Gallery without 
any recollection of who he is, so begins a high-stakes race to unravel the 
greatest mystery of all: his identity. As the stakes continue to rise, the boy must 
piece together the disjointed clues of his origins while using his limited 
knowledge to stop one of the greatest art frauds ever attempted. Digitally 
interactive, this breathtaking museum mystery offers QR codes woven 
throughout the book that bring renowned paintings to readers’ fingertips.  
 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Enemy - Charlie Higson  

Everyone over the age of fourteen has succumbed to a deadly zombie virus and 
now the kids must keep themselves alive. 
 

When the sickness came, every parent, police officer, politician - every adult fell 
ill. The lucky ones died. The others are crazed, confused and hungry. 
 

Only children under fourteen remain, and they're fighting to survive. 

 

 

Greenwild : The World Behind the Door – Pari Thomson 

Open the door to a spellbinding world where the wilderness is alive and a 
deep magic rises from the earth itself . . . 
Daisy Thistledown has escaped from boarding school and has a mystery to solve. 
Her search for her missing mother will lead her across London and through a 
hidden doorway to another world, filled with plants and bursting with magic: the 
Greenwild.But all is not well in this astonishing land. Before long Daisy finds 
herself confronting a dangerous presence that threatens green magic on both 
sides of the door. Daisy must band together with a botanical genius, a boy who 
can talk to animals, and a cat with an attitude, to channel the power that can 
revive the Greenwild and find her missing mother - and save her own world too. 

Stranger Things: The Other Side - Jody Houser 

 

When Will Byers finds himself in the Upside Down, an impossible dark parody of 
his own world, he's understandably frightened. But that's nothing compared with 
the fear that takes hold when he realises what's in that world with him. Follow 
Will's struggle through the season one events of the hit Netflix show Stranger 
Things. 

 

 

Ranger’s Apprentice: The Ruins of Gorlan – John Flanagan 

They have always scared him in the past – the Rangers, with their dark cloaks 
and shadowy ways. The villagers believe the Rangers practise magic that makes 
them invisible to ordinary people. And now 15-year-old Will, always small for his 
age, has been chosen as a Ranger’s apprentice. 
What he doesn’t yet realize is that the Rangers are the protectors of the kingdom. 
Highly trained in the skills of battle and surveillance, they fight the battles before 
the battles reach the people. And as Will is about to learn, there is a large battle 
brewing… 

Mortal Engines – Philip Reeve  

In a dangerous future, huge, motorized cities hunt, attack and fight each other for 
survival. 

As London pursues a small town, young apprentice Tom is flung out into the 
wastelands, where a terrifying cyborg begins to hunt him down. 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Smart – Kim Slater 

There's been a murder, but the police don't care. It was only a homeless old man 
after all. 
Kieran cares. He's made a promise, and when you say something out loud, that 
means you're going to do it, for real. He's going to find out what really happened. 
To Colin. And to his grandma, who just stopped coming round one day. It's a 
good job Kieran's a master of observation and knows all the detective tricks of 
the trade. 

 

 

Itch – Simon Mayo 

Itchingham Lofte - known as Itch - is fourteen, and loves science, especially 
chemistry. He's also an element-hunter: he's collecting all the elements in the 
periodic table. Which has some interesting and rather destructive results in his 
bedroom. 
Then, Itch makes a discovery. A new element, never seen before. At first no one 
believes him - but soon someone hears about the strange new rock and wants it 
for himself. And Itch and his family are catapulted into a breathless adventure with 
terrifyingly high stakes . . . 

Noughts and Crosses – Maroie Blackman 

Sephy is a Cross: she lives a life of privilege and power. But she's lonely and 
burns with injustice at the world she sees around her. 
Callum is a nought: he's considered to be less than nothing - a blanker, there to 
serve Crosses - but he dreams of a better life. 
They've been friends since they were children, and they both know that's as far 
as it can ever go. Noughts and Crosses are fated to be bitter enemies - love is 
out of the question. 

 

 

Trash – Andy Mulligan 

Raphael lives on a dumpsite, eking out a living sifting through rubbish. One 
unlucky-lucky day, he makes an extraordinary and deadly discovery. Now he and 
his two friends, Gardo and Rat, are wanted by the corrupt forces that run the city 
and will stop at nothing to get back what they've lost. 
 

From the slums to the mansions of the elite, it's going to take all of their quick-
thinking and fast-talking to stay ahead. And to stay alive. 

Arthur: The Seeing Stone  – Kevin Crossley-Holland 

The year is 1199, the place the Welsh Marches. Young Arthur de Caldicot 
is given a shining stone in which his legendary namesake is revealed. 

In 100 short chapters that brilliantly evoke life in a medieval manor, stories 
of the boy King Arthur begin to echo and anticipate the secrets and 
mysteries that emerge in his own life. 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noughts and Crosses – Malorie Blackman  

Sephy is a Cross: she lives a life of privilege and power. But she's lonely, and 
burns with injustice at the world she sees around her. 
Callum is a nought: he's considered to be less than nothing - a blanker, there to 
serve Crosses - but he dreams of a better life. 
They've been friends since they were children, and they both know that's as far 
as it can ever go. Noughts and Crosses are fated to be bitter enemies - love is 
out of the question. 
 

Then - in spite of a world that is fiercely against them - these star-crossed lovers 
choose each other.

But this is love story that will lead both of them into terrible danger . . . and 
which will have shocking repercussions for generations to come.

 

 

Illegal -  Eoin Colfer 

 

This is a powerful and timely story about one boy''s epic journey across Africa to 
Europe, a graphic novel for all children with glorious colour artwork throughout. 
From Eoin Colfer, previously Irish Children''s Laureate, and the team behind his 
bestselling Artemis Fowl graphic novels. 

 

Hereville 1  -  

The first ever wisecracking, troll-fighting, Orthodox Jewish heroine! Mirka, a 
spunky, strong-willed, eleven-year-old girl, is very clear on one thing: she doesn't 
want to sit home knitting, she wants to go out and fight dragons! Granted, no 
dragons have been breathing fire around the Orthodox Jewish community she 
lives in, but that doesn't stop the plucky girl from honing her fighting skills (against 
local bullies), accepting a witch's challenge (to gain a sword), and besting a troll 
(when knitting does come in handy).  

 

 

The Middle Ages: A Graphic History -  Eleanor Janega 

A unique, illustrated book that will change the way you see medieval historyThe 
Middle Ages: A Graphic History busts the myth of the ''Dark Ages'', shedding light 
on the medieval period''s present-day relevance in a unique illustrated style.This 
history takes us through the rise and fall of empires, papacies, caliphates and 
kingdoms; through the violence and death of the Crusades, Viking raids, the 
Hundred Years War and the Plague; to the curious practices of monks, martyrs 
and iconoclasts.  

…

Sapiens: A Graphic History Vol 1  – Noah Yuval Harari  

In this first volume of the adaptation of his ground-breaking book, renowned 
historian Yuval Harari tells the story of humankind's creation and evolution, 
exploring the ways in which biology and history have defined us and enhanced 
our understanding of what it means to be "human".  

Graphic Novels 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind – William Kamkwamba 

This is a gripping memoir of survival and perseverance about the heroic young 
inventor who brought electricity to his Malawian village. When a terrible drought 
struck William Kamkwamba's tiny village in Malawi, his family lost all of the 
season's crops, leaving them with nothing to eat and nothing to sell. William 
began to explore science books in his village library, looking for a solution. There, 
he came up with the idea that would change his family's life forever. 

 

trade.

 

 

What If?  - Randall Munroe  

Itchingham Lofte - known as Itch - is fourteen, and loves science, especially 
chemistry. He's also an element-hunter: he's collecting all the elements in the 
periodic table. Which has some interesting and rather destructive results in his 
bedroom. 
Then, Itch makes a discovery. A new element, never seen before. At first no one 
believes him - but soon someone hears about the strange new rock and wants it 
for himself. And Itch and his family are catapulted into a breathless adventure with 
terrifyingly high stakes . . . 

I Am Malala – Malala Yousafzai 

I Am Malala tells the remarkable true story of a girl who knew she wanted to 
change the world - and did. Raised in the Swat Valley in Pakistan, Malala was 
taught to stand up for her beliefs. When terrorists took control of her region and 
declared girls were forbidden from going to school, Malala fought for her right to 
an education. And, on 9 October 2012, she nearly paid the ultimate price for her 
courage when she was shot on her way home from school. 
No one expected her to survive. 
Now, she is an international symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest person 
ever to win a Nobel Peace Prize. 
 

stion.

 

 

How to be a Boy  – Dr Ranj Singh 

Do you ever pretend to like something you don't, just to fit in? 

Is it sometimes hard to tell others how you're feeling? 

Do you wish there was less pressure on you to 'man up'? 

 

Explore these questions and many more in this empowering and inclusive guide 
to masculinity for readers aged 10+ by doctor, Dr Ranj. 

 

alive.
Diary of a Young Naturalist  – Dara McAnulty  

Evocative, raw and lyrical, this startling debut explores the natural world 
through the eyes of Dara McAnulty, an autistic teenager coping with the 
uprooting of home, school, and his mental health, while pursuing his life 
as a conservationist and environmental activist. Shifting from intense 
darkness to light, recalling his sensory encounters in the wild - with 
blackbirds, whooper swans, red kites, hen harriers, frogs, dandelions, 
Irish hares and more - McAnulty reveals worlds we have neglected to see, 
in a stunning world of nature writing that is a future classic. 

Non- Fiction Reads 


