
 

 
 
 

Mr Robert Sykes, Headmaster 
Habs Boys, Butterfly Lane, Elstree, Herts. WD6 3AF 

officeboys@habselstree.org.uk  020 8266 1700 
Registered charity no. 313996 

 
 

13+ History Examination 
 

Guidance  
 

 
 
The History section of the Humanities paper presents students with two sources about a 
historical topic. Some general context about the topic will also be provided. Using the 
sources as stimuli, students are then invited to answer questions which are weighted  
4 and 8 marks. 
 
The first question will assess your ability to make inferences about the past and is worth  
4 marks.  
 
For example: 
Study Source A below and then answer Question 1.  
 
Question 1. Give two things you can infer from Source A about civil rights for black 
Americans in the 1950s  
 
Source A.  A poster published by the Women’s Political Council in 1955. The WPC was a 
civil rights organisation in Montgomery. The poster was distributed in Montgomery on the 
first day of the bus boycott.  

          



 

 
The second question will assess your utility skills and it is worth 8 marks.  
 
For example: 
Study Source A below and then answer Question 2. 
 
Question 2. How useful is Source A for an enquiry into the effects of a gas attack?  
Explain your answer, using Source A and your knowledge of the historical context.  
 
 

 
 
Students are given 25 minutes in total to complete these questions. 
 
 


