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Introduction
Dear Prospective Habs Scholar,

At Habs, our purpose is to ensure that every 
student who joins our school is empowered 
to make a profound impact on the world. We 
want each young person in our community 
to develop the confidence, vision, and 
character to lead and make a lasting, positive 
difference.

This ambition underpins our entire 
philosophy. As a highly selective school, 
many of our students are recognised as 
gifted across multiple contexts. For that 
reason, our approach to teaching and 
learning is academically ambitious for all. 
We expect every student to be challenged 
beyond the confines of any examination 
syllabus, engaging deeply with ideas and 
thinking with intellectual rigour.
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We nurture curiosity, critical thinking, and 
independent thought. By fostering a love 
of learning that extends far beyond the 
classroom, we enable students not only 
to achieve excellence in examinations and 
reach their higher education aspirations, 
but also to develop a lifelong passion for 
knowledge and discovery.

We offer a range of specialist scholarships 
at Year 7 (11+) and Year 12 (16+), alongside 
academic scholarships for both prospective 
and current students. The programme 
is inclusive: while scholars benefit from 
additional stretch and opportunities to 
advance their passions, much of what is 
available to them enriches the wider student 
body. Scholarship at Habs is a mindset that 
inspires the whole school, not just those 
formally recognised.

That said, we set the highest expectations 
for our scholars. We support them in taking 
on dynamic leadership roles within the 

school, where they act as role models who 
inspire ambition and curiosity in their peers. 
They demonstrate courage in engaging 
with challenging ideas, resilience in the 
face of difficulty, and generosity in sharing 
their knowledge and skills to strengthen the 
school community.

A Habs scholar is also expected to 
maintain a breadth of interests and to show 
wholehearted commitment to school life 
in its fullest sense. Academic scholarships 
reward those who consistently embody 
our values and who we believe will make 
a positive and leading impact across the 
school. Specialist scholarships recognise 
students with the potential to excel and to 
lead within their chosen field.

We look forward to exploring this further 
with you and wish you every success in your 
application.

 

Dr. Hazel Bagworth-Mann 
Headmistress



H A B S  G I R L S

4

The programme 
summary

H A B S  G I R L S

4

Scholarship at Habs combines key academic 
and personal attributes which reflect our 
overall values and habits, the guiding 
principles that help our students find their 
direction, shape their own path and grow 
with confidence, purpose and character.

Ambition – A scholar has the ambition to 
take their work to the highest level possible, 
demonstrating initiative in seeking new 
opportunities, resilience when faced with 
challenge, and a commitment to continuous 
learning as they strive to grow and improve.

Curiosity – A scholar is deeply curious and 
will take and make opportunities to explore 
their interests further. They demonstrate 
open-mindedness by considering new 
perspectives, critical thinking by questioning 
and analysing ideas, and creativity by 
making connections, solving problems and 
generating innovative approaches to their 
learning.

Courage – A scholar is courageous in seeking 
to go beyond their current understanding, 
challenging themselves to overcome 
preconceptions and develop their thinking, 
demonstrating integrity in their pursuit 
of knowledge, leadership in inspiring 
and supporting others, and risk-taking in 
embracing new ideas, perspectives and 
challenges.

Community – A scholar is committed 
to sharing their knowledge, skills and 
understanding and is eager to engage 
with others in developing these further, 
demonstrating collaboration in working 
effectively with others, care in supporting 
and valuing those around them, and social 
responsibility in using their talents and 
knowledge to make a positive contribution to 
their community.

We believe all our students should try their 
best to display these attributes consistently 
throughout their time at Habs, which is why 
much of our scholarship programme is 
available to all our students.

Those students who demonstrate these 
attributes, and do so to the highest level 
consistently through their school career, will 
be recognised formally as scholars.

What is scholarship at Habs? 
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Our entry points for our scholarships are in Year 7,  and Year 12. Assessments take place the 
preceding academic year, all details can be found on our website.

 Academic Art Drama Creative 
Writing Music Sport

Year 7 (11+) * * * * * *

Applicants are advised to apply for no more 
than one specialist scholarship. All applicants 
are automatically considered for an Academic 
scholarship.

For students who are already at Habs  
(moving into Year 7), students will be 
nominated for an Academic scholarship.  
Please read the Academic scholarship  
section for more details.

The final decision on all scholarships is made 
by the Headmistress. The number and type 
of scholarships awarded each year will be at 
the School’s discretion and information can 
be found in our Admissions Policy which is 
available on our website.

All students (both new students and current 
Habs students) must complete an application 
form for all scholarships, excluding academic.

The deadline for submission for all 
scholarships is Friday 6 November 2026.

Our scholarships

https://www.habselstree.org.uk/girls/admissions/admissions-process/
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We have extremely high expectations of our 
scholars and they play an exciting leading 
role in our school. We expect our scholars 
to consistently display the Habs scholarship 
attributes and be a role model to other 
students in reflecting these values amongst 
the school community. For example, a junior 
scholar might be expected to attend subject 
societies regularly and engage fully in 
broader super-curricular opportunities 
provided by departments such as 
competitions and symposiums. 

They will demonstrate ambition and curiosity 
in their subject matter to their peers. A 
more senior scholar would be expected 
to play a more leading role by delivering 
talks, running events and societies and 
inviting speakers. They will have courage to 
challenge themselves and regularly enjoy 
sharing their knowledge, passion and skills, 
having a positive impact on the school 
community.

Our expectations of scholars 
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The value of a scholarship is usually  
between 10-15% of school fees (but can  
be up to a maximum of 25% in very 
exceptional circumstances). Scholarships  
are held for the duration of a student’s time  
at the school, subject to sustained levels of  
progress, participation and performance.

Academic 
scholarship 

What is the value of an  
Academic scholarship? 
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Academic 
scholarship How does Habs make their nominations? 

•	 �After the Quest 11+ assessment, the Senior 
School will recommend a number of  
students for an Academic scholarship 
based on their academic performance.

•	 �The nomination decision is at the 
discretion of our Headmistress.  

External candidates do not need to  
apply for an Academic scholarship.  

S TA G E  1

•	 �The Academic scholarship interview  
will form part of the second-round 11+ 
asssessment and will be part of the 
30-minute interview.  During the academic 
scholarship interview, Senior School staff 
will be looking for academic passion, 
engagement with academic and  
co-curricular life in school and a display  
and demonstration of our school values. 

•	 �External Academic scholarship students  
will not be assessed against internal Habs 
Year 6 girls.

•	 �The final decision is at the discretion of our 
Headmistress. Scholarship offers are sent 
out on 12 February 2027 (with the main 
Habs Girls School offer).

S TA G E  2

How to apply

•	 �All nominated students will be informed  
in December 2026 and will be invited for  
an Academic scholarship interview during 
the 11+ second-round interview stage  
in January 2027).

External candidates 11+ 
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•	 �The Academic scholarship interview will  
be 30 minutes. During the Academic 
scholarship interview, Senior School staff 
will be looking for academic passion, 
engagement with academic and co-
curricular life in school and a display and 
demonstration of our school values. 

S TA G E  2 

•	 �The Head of Junior will recommend a 
number of Year 6 pupils for an Academic 
scholarship. The Senior School will review 
the recommendations alongside the 
supporting data. Nominations will be 
based on:

1.  A combination of the Year 6 Autumn Term 2 
Quest Standardised Assessments (Maths and 
English only) and 

2.  A range of historical data. This will include:

(i) Sustained academic excellence as  
evidenced by:

- Progress grades (minimum 2 years’ worth), 
formal assessments, in-year assessments, 
baseline data tests and reports

S TA G E  1  

How does Habs make their nominations? 

(ii) Engagement and attitude as evidenced by:

- Form tutor recommendation, attitude to 
learning, consistent display and demonstration 
of our school values, engagement with 
academic and co-curricular life of the school 
and ability  to uphold values of the school.

•	 �The nomination decision sits with our 
Senior School and is at the discretion of  
our Headmistress. 

•	 �All nominated students will be informed  
in December 2026 and will be invited for  
an Academic scholarship interview at the 
Senior School (during our 11+ process in 
January 2027).

Internal pupils do not need to apply for an Academic scholarship.  

How to apply

Internal (Year 6) Habs Girls Pupils 

•	 �Internally nominated academic scholarship 
students will be assessed against other  
Year 6 nominated girls (they will not be 
assessed against external 11+ candidates).

•	 �The final decision is at the discretion of our 
Headmistress. Scholarship offers are sent 
out on 12 February 2027 (with the main 
Habs Girls School offer). 
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We are fortunate to have a wonderfully well 
equipped art department with a team of 
talented artists who are committed to 
encouraging and inspiring our students to 
make extraordinary art.

Day to day, the department is always open; 
our Art department provides students with 
the opportunity to work with a vast range of 
media. We allow students to make their own 
choices and to use as much of our specialist 
equipment as they aspire to. We believe 
giving students the freedom to make their 
own choices allows them to take ownership  
of their own pathway. 

Our department specialises in textiles, 
photography, graphic design and fine art.  
This includes anything from printing Bauhaus 
typography onto a T shirt to creating 
surrealism through ceramics. An Art scholar 
should be getting involved in as many 
opportunities as possible.

All Art and Design students benefit from  
our small class sizes and at GCSE level and  
A Level, we mainly work one-to-one with our 
students forming a partnership of creativity, 
aiding students in advancing their individual 
style and approach at life drawing and artist-
led workshops. Students are also encouraged 
to look at other subjects on the curriculum 
through a creative lens, applying their artistic 
skills in new and imaginative ways. 

Throughout the Lower School, topical 
subjects are referenced enabling them to 
connect their skills and ideas to new subject 
matter.

Art scholarship 
The Art Department
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Art scholars play a vital role in the department 
not just through their own engagement,  
but by encouraging other students to take 
part in the many activities we run in our 
thriving department. 

Our scholars inspire us with their passion and 
ambition for the subject, taking advantage 
of the wide range of specialisms offered 
within the department and developing 
their knowledge and techniques outside 
of school through visits to exhibitions and 
their own research projects. We are looking 
for eagerness to master the craft of being a 
young artist rather than a finished product.

A portfolio with character and expression with 
refinements to be made is the one we  
are looking for at Habs. 

Scholars are expected to make full use of the 
opportunities open to the school community, 
such as visiting artist workshops, trips and  
open studios and are encouraged to enter 
external competitions and to exhibit their 
work around school.

Art scholarship 
Art scholars are: 

•	 �Enthusiastic about Art, curious when 
visiting galleries in their spare time. 

•	 Eager to question how processes work. 

•	 �Able to observe the world around them, 
being able to see differently to others. 

•	 �Not afraid to be vulnerable when 
experimenting. 

•	 �Personable, able to work as a team for 
community projects. 

What we are looking for in an Art scholar

The value of a scholarship is usually between 
10-15% of school fees (but can be up to 
a maximum of 25% in very exceptional 
circumstances). Scholarships are held for the 
duration of a student’s time at the school, 
subject to sustained levels of progress, 
participation and performance.

What is the value of an  
Art scholarship?
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Students should submit a portfolio of 6 to 
20 pieces in a simply presented digitalised 
format, e.g. a PowerPoint. We will look at the 
student’s potential rather than expecting 
highly finished work and welcome “work in 
progress” as part of the submission. 

The portfolio should include current 
(completed within the last two years) 
examples of the student’s independent work. 

Examples may include:

•	 Observational drawing.

•	 Use of colour media.

•	 Ideas and compositions.

•	 �Written analysis of art or design work/s 
which inspire the candidate’s own work.

•	 �Brief annotations explaining each piece  
or collection of pieces.

•	 �All applicants must complete the 
application form. This can be found in  
the Admissions section of each website 
under scholarships.

•	 �Portfolios must uploaded into the 
application form (25MB max).

•	 �External students - references must be 
included in the application form (art 
teacher). For current Habs Year 6 
pupils, we do not require references.

S TA G E  1

After the entrance assessment, the Head of 
Art will select students, from those who have 
reached the required academic standard 
(external students only) and demonstrated 
their potential as an Art scholar to be invited 
for an interview. Current Year 6 Habs students 
will be selected for interview at the same time. 
This takes place in January. 

Students will have the opportunity to  
talk about their work and will be asked 
questions about it. 

They should attend with their physical 
portfolio although large scale pieces which 
are difficult to transport can be presented 
through photographs. In addition, students 
will undertake a short practical task.

Offers will be sent out in the post on  
12 February 2027.

S TA G E  2

How to apply

https://www.habselstree.org.uk/girls/admissions/scholarships/
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In English, students are encouraged to read 
widely and work creatively, developing an 
understanding of different literary forms, 
combined with an ability to appreciate  
a variety of interpretations.

The English department runs their own  
co-curricular reading programme, the Critical 
Reader Award, which encourages students to 
read a wide variety of texts. The department 
also offers a variety of co- curricular clubs and 
competitions. This includes House 
competitions such as the House Poetry 
Competition as well as one-off events 
throughout the year, such as World Book Day 
and National Poetry Day. Students in Lower 4 
and Upper 4 (Years 7 and 8) take part every 
year in the Edna Judd Poetry Recital 
competition and in the national Poetry  
by Heart competition from Lower 5  
(Year 9) upwards.

During the summer holiday, students are 
encouraged to take part in the Novel Writing 
competition, for which they write the first  
ten pages of a Young Adult novel; this 
competition is judged by a literary agent  
and students share extracts from their novels  
in a celebration evening.

Every year the department arranges a  
writer-in-residence who works with classes 
and with individual students, offering advice 
and guidance on their writing. Together  
with the Library, the department regularly 
arranges author visits. 

Creative Writing
scholarship
The English 
Department
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What are we looking for  
in a Creative Writing scholar?
Scholarships will be awarded to candidates
who show exceptional potential as writers,
demonstrating the capacity to write with
originality and imagination. They will act as
ambassadors for English among their peers
and will hone their skills by taking part in 
writing opportunities throughout the  
school year.

These will include:

•	 �The opportunity to contribute to 
department publications including 
The Edit, the termly school creative writing 
publication, and The Cornflower,  
the school newspaper.

•	 �Workshops with the annual writer in 
residence and workshops with visiting 
writers throughout the year

•	 �Participating in the Novel Writing and 
House Poetry competitions.

•	 �Guidance and mentoring with entries 
for national creative writing competitions.

•	 �The opportunity to undertake an Arvon 
writing course later in their writing career. 

Successful candidates will demonstrate:

•	 Thoughtful and precise use of language.

•	 A willingness to experiment creatively.

•	 �The ability to write in a clear and  
strong voice.

•	 �Assured technical ability in the use  
of punctuation and grammar.

Creative Writing
scholarship

The value of a scholarship is usually between 
10-15% of school fees (but can be up to 
a maximum of 25% in very exceptional 
circumstances). Scholarships are held for the 
duration of a student’s time at the school, 
subject to sustained levels of progress, 
participation and performance.

What is the value of a  
Creative Writing scholarship?
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How to apply

All applicants must complete the  
application form. This can be found in  
the Admissions section of each website 
under scholarships.

•	 �Three creative writing pieces  
(no more than 750 words each) must  
be uploaded into the application form  

•	 �If you would like to, you can provide a 
supporting commentary of no more than 
500 words. This is an opportunity to explain 
the background to your writing, your 
creative choices or anything else you  
would like us to know.

•	 �Please provide information about your 
creative writing experience e.g. clubs, 
types of writing, any competitions entered 
and/or other successes. 

S TA G E  1

After the entrance assessment, the Head 
of English will select pupils from those 
who have reached the required academic 
standard (external pupils only) and who 
have demonstrated their potential as a 
Creative Writing scholar; they will be invited 
to an interview. Current Habs pupils will be 
selected for the interview at the same time.

During the interview applicants will be  
asked to talk through their previously 
submitted pieces of work. 

Stage 2 will take place in January and offers 
will be sent in the post on 12 February 2027.

S TA G E  2

Creative Writing
scholarship

https://www.habselstree.org.uk/girls/admissions/scholarships/
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One of the most exciting and forward-
thinking Drama departments in the country, 
overseen by highly experienced teachers 
alongside directors and associates working 
within the industry, we aim to redefine 
traditional school practice to make bold, 
high-quality and transformative theatre 
in line with the UK’s other leading Youth 
Theatre companies. 

Across both Academic and Co-curricular 
Drama, we train students as dynamic theatre 
makers with an emphasis on process - 
challenging students to be storytellers,  
to take risks and discover their own voice,  
to create innovative, authentic and socially 
conscious work. 

Each year we produce an ambitious and 
wide-ranging programme of work from  
large scale productions to studio shows, 
writing projects and collaborations with 
external partners. Work includes new  
writing, devising original work, adaptations 
of books and graphic novels and reimagining 
classical texts. 

Drama scholarship
Students have opportunities to work 
alongside an incredible range of professional 
artists, including some of the country’s 
leading theatre makers, movement 
directors and writers. Alongside this there 
is an extensive range of additional creative 
projects, workshops, acting training,  
House drama events, film-making and 
scriptwriting groups. 

Students regularly achieve the highest 
possible marks for their examined devising 
and performance work. Each year we have 
a high number of students successfully 
auditioning to become members of the 
National Youth Theatre.

The Drama Department
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Drama scholars are integral to setting 
standards and also helping to define the 
direction of the work we produce both in 
school and outside. 

We are looking for potential, talent and a 
willingness to learn and grow rather than  
a finished article. Whilst it would be good  
to see some experience based on their 
interest in drama, it is not an advantage 
to have any professional experience. You 
do not have to have undertaken formal 
qualifications in drama or public speaking  
to consider applying. We are looking for 
students who demonstrate:

•	 Good natural instincts as a performer.

•	 �The ability to listen, to affect the other 
person and be in the moment.

•	 Great energy, presence and playfulness.

•	 �Openness to take risks and  
test themselves.

•	 �Collaboration and ability to work  
as part of a group.

•	 �An authentic voice, to demonstrate  
an interest in telling stories.

•	 �An interest in the world around them  
and engaging their imagination.

•	 A desire to create their own work.

•	 �A passion and curiosity about theatre, 
films, reading and other art forms.

In addition to being an ambassador for 
the department in terms of pro-active 
engagement and enthusiasm, a Drama  
scholar will:

•	 �Take academic drama to at least GCSE 
level and hopefully on to A Level.

•	 �Take part in at least one large-scale 
production each year for their appropriate 
age group.

•	 �Take part in at least one additional  
co-curricular activity - New Views /  
film-making / open mic nights, taking on  
a leading role where appropriate.

•	 �Take part in all appropriate House Drama 
events, leading where appropriate.

•	 �Attend workshops, talks, theatre visits  
and actively seek further enrichment 
opportunities.

Drama scholarship
What we are looking for in a Drama scholar

The value of a scholarship is usually between 
10-15% of school fees (but can be up to 
a maximum of 25% in very exceptional 
circumstances). Scholarships are held for the 
duration of a student’s time at the school, 
subject to sustained levels of progress, 
participation and performance.

What is the value of a  
Drama scholarship?
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How to apply

•	 �All applicants must complete the 
application form. This can be found in the 
Admissions section of each website under 
scholarships.

S TA G E  1

After the entrance assessment, the Drama 
department will select pupils from those 
who have reached the required academic 
standard (external pupils only) and who have 
demonstrated their potential as a Drama 
scholar, to be invited for a workshop audition. 
Current Year 6 Habs pupils will be selected for 
audition at the same time.  
This takes place in January.

Offers will be sent out in the post on  
12 February 2027.

S TA G E  2

•	 �External pupils - references must be 
included in the application form (drama 
teacher). For current Habs Year 6 pupils,  
we do not require references.

https://www.habselstree.org.uk/girls/admissions/scholarships/
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The music department at Habs is among 
the strongest in the country. It is central to 
life at Habs, exceptional in both its quality 
and breadth of opportunity. With over 70 
ensembles rehearsing every week, over 
20 major concerts per year, and lunchtime 
performance opportunities every week,  
our musicians are part of one of the most 
vibrant and diverse music programmes in 
the country.

Whilst we value all our musicians, our 
scholars are central to the ambition of our 
music school. We are proud to work with 
some of the finest young musicians in the 
country. We are committed to helping them 
realise their potential, and to broadening 
their horizons along the way. Guided by our 
expert staff, many of whom work with major 
London orchestras or hold similar positions 
in their diverse fields of expertise, we put 
the interests and passions of the student 
first, helping them to find their unique voice 
through music.

Music at Habs is in a very exciting place.  
As of September 2025, music is joint across 
Habs Girls and Habs Boys, offering more 
opportunities for all our students. 

We visit concert halls in London several times 
a year (including St John’s Smith Square and 
LSO), curate projects through recordings -  
our Big Band made a recording at the world-
famous Abbey Road Studios and collaborate 
with drama to produce new work - 30 
students across the schools recorded  
four original songs at AIR studios – a sound 
track to our recent drama production  
The Video Store at the End of World).

As well as the traditional orchestral 
instruments we have an exceptional jazz 
department, sending students every year 
to leading conservatoires in London and 
beyond. Since 2022 we are also delighted 
to offer tuition in Indian classical music, 
on instruments such as Tabla, Dhol, and 
Harmonium. We have exciting young 
songwriters, rock bands, composers, 
improvisers, one of the largest guitar 
orchestras in the country - all genres and 
styles of music are given equal importance; 
we want our leading musicians to guide 
our course of study, allowing them to 
shape what we offer with each generation 
that passes through the school. For any 
young musician who wants to discover their 
potential and experience a breadth of styles 
and opportunities along the way, Habs is 
the ideal place. Together with our talented 
young students, we are immensely excited 
about what the future holds for Habs Music.

The Music Department

https://vimeo.com/863209843
https://open.spotify.com/album/2XpZUUyqva6yoFWEFB9vx5
https://vimeo.com/1065897403
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Scholarships are held for the duration of 
a student’s time at the school, subject to 
sustained levels of progress, participation  
and performance

An exhibition gives free tuition on  
one instrument.

What is the value of a  
Music scholarship?
There are two types of music award 
 – scholarships and exhibitions.

The value of a scholarship is usually  
between 10-15% of school fees (but can  
be up to a maximum of 25% in very 
exceptional circumstances). 
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Music awards are offered to pupils 
who show exceptional potential and  
innate musicianship. 

We would expect students to demonstrate 
enthusiasm for music together with stylistic 
awareness and interpretative understanding. 

Music scholars should exude an enthusiasm 
for all types of music. They should enjoy 
discovering new music and be itching to 
discuss it.

Students may be at any level on their 
instrument(s) and may have one or more 
instrument to offer. While most successful 
applicants are already at, or above Grade 
6 on an instrument upon application, the 
department places significant value on rate 
of progress: students who have achieved 
Grade 4 or 5 in a very short space of time 
have also been successful in the past.

As a guide, the following criteria should help 
you decide whether to enter your daughter 
for consideration for a scholarship:

•	 �Normally two instruments should  
be offered.

•	 �Principal instrument – around grade  
5 standard (grade 6/7 if piano).

•	 �Second instrument – around grade  
3 standard.

It is not essential that the actual grade 
assessment has been taken, but the 
candidate should be playing at this level. 
Contribution in both school and outside 
musical ensembles will also be taken  
into consideration.

Music scholarship
What we are looking for in a Music scholar

2 6
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How to apply

•	 �All applicants must complete the 
application form. This can be found in the 
Admissions section of each website under 
scholarships.

S TA G E  1

After the entrance assessment, the Director  
of Performance will select students from those 
who have reached the required academic 
standard (external students only) and who 
have demonstrated their potential as a music 
scholar; they will be called for audition. 
Current Year 6 Habs pupils will be selected 
for interview at the same time. Whilst a high 
level of technical capability is important, 
we are most excited to hear communicative 
performance and an authentic connection  
to music. 

In the audition we hear students perform a 
piece (this could be on multiple instruments, 
though we do not require more than one), 
complete some brief musicianship tests,  
and do some sight reading. We also hold a 
short interview in which we want to find out 
more about the individual, and their interests 
in music. 

Offers will be sent out in the post on  
12 February 2027.

S TA G E  2

•	 �External pupils - references must be 
included in the application form (Music 
teacher). For current Habs Year 6 pupils,  
we do not require references.

https://www.habselstree.org.uk/girls/admissions/scholarships/
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Sports scholarship
At Habs, sport helps us develop Active People, 
Good People and Ambitious People. We want 
students to enjoy being active, grow through 
challenge and develop the confidence and 
ambition to make the most of their potential.

Habs Sport scholarships recognise talented 
young athletes who demonstrate outstanding 
sporting ability, commitment and future 
potential. The programme sits within a broad and 

inclusive sporting culture and is designed not 
simply to recognise what a student has already 
achieved, but to support what they might go on 
to achieve.

Sports scholars are expected to contribute 
positively to the sporting life of Habs and to Play 
The Habs Way through the way they train, 
compete, respond to feedback and setbacks, 
support others and represent the School.

Sport at Habs

Sports scholarships are awarded through a 
competitive assessment process. We consider 
a combination of:

 	 Current sporting performance  
and achievement.

 	 Technical and tactical ability.

 	 Future potential and rate of development.

 	 Athletic qualities appropriate to  
age and sport.

 	 Commitment, coachability and  
training behaviours.

 	 Character and the way the candidate  
Plays The Habs Way.

 	 The contribution the candidate  
could make to Habs Sport.

Candidates will normally show meaningful 
commitment and performance beyond school 
sport, although the nature of this will vary 
considerably between activities. 
Representative honours, academy selection, 
rankings or involvement in a recognised 
performance pathway provide useful evidence, 
but no single achievement guarantees a 
scholarship.

Candidates would normally be expected to be 
involved within a recognised performance 
pathway, academy, representative programme 
or equivalent where such structures exist.

What we are looking for in a sports scholar
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Award Value Purpose

Sports Exhibition £500 per annum

Recognition for a talented young athlete 
demonstrating strong performance, clear 
potential and the attitude to develop within 
the Habs environment.

Sports scholarship 10-15% remission  
of school fees

For an outstanding young athlete 
demonstrating sustained sporting excellence 
together with significant future potential.

Major Sports 
scholarship

Up to 25% remission 
of school fees 
in exceptional 
circumstances

For a genuinely exceptional young athlete 
already performing at a particularly high level 
or demonstrating outstanding national/elite 
pathway potential.

Scholarship structure

The precise value of a Sports scholarship within the 10-15% range is determined through the 
formal assessment process. The number and value of scholarships available may vary from year to 
year and all awards remain at the discretion of the School. A Sports scholarship may be held 
alongside a means-tested bursary, subject to the School’s normal bursary assessment and 
availability of funds.
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Sports scholarship

Sports scholars are considered for enhanced 
support through the Habs High Performance 
Programme (HPP). Support is shaped around 
the student’s age, sport, performance level, 
external pathway and individual need. 

It may include:

 	� Regular performance conversations and 
reviews led by the most appropriate coach 
or performance contact.

 	� Strength & Conditioning and athletic-
development support.

 	� Individual performance planning and 
appropriate profiling where required.

 	� Sports nutrition, performance psychology 
and wellbeing education.

 	� Video or performance analysis where 
appropriate.

 	� Targeted 1:1, small-group or sport-specific 
development/performance coaching where 
it adds value.

 	� Links with clubs, academies, governing 
bodies and external performance 
programmes.

 	� Support in managing significant sporting 
and academic commitments.

 	� Leadership and mentoring opportunities as 
students progress through the School.

The precise package of support is needs-led 
and may change as the athlete develops. The 
HPP operates through HPP Development, HPP 
Performance and HPP Elite, but holding a 
Sports Exhibition, Sports scholarship or Major 
Sports scholarship does not automatically 
determine a particular HPP level or guarantee 
every element listed above.

How are Sports scholars supported?
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S TA G E  1  -  A P P L I C AT I O N

Applicants complete the Habs Sports 
scholarship application form, providing details 
of their sporting experience, achievements, 
current training and competition 
commitments, and any relevant club, academy 
or performance-pathway involvement. 
Applicants may be asked to provide 
supporting evidence or a reference from an 
external coach, club, academy or governing 
body.

S TA G E  2  -  A D M I S S I O N S 
A N D  S H O R T L I S T I N G

Applicants follow the normal admissions 
process for their School and point of entry. 
Following the relevant entrance assessment 
and/or admissions process, the Director of 
Sporting Operations and Development and 
the appropriate Sports scholarship panel 
review applications from candidates who have 
reached the required academic standard and 
identify those to be invited to the Sports 
scholarship assessment.

How to apply
The application and assessment process is aligned across Habs Boys and Habs Girls.

S TA G E  3  -  P R A C T I C A L 
A S S E S S M E N T  A N D 
I N T E R V I E W

Shortlisted candidates attend a practical 
assessment and interview in addition to the 
usual admissions interviews. The practical 
assessment may include sport-specific 
activities, observation in competitive or game-
based situations, and age-appropriate athletic 
profiling or fitness testing where this adds 
useful evidence. External performance 
evidence may also be considered.

Candidates will also take part in an interview 
with members of the Sports scholarship panel. 
This explores their sporting journey, 
motivation, commitment, coachability, 
character, future ambitions and potential 
contribution to Habs Sport.

S TA G E  4  -  PA N E L  D E C I S I O N

Assessment evidence is considered by the 
Sports scholarship panel. Scholarships are 
competitive and limited, and meeting the 
published criteria does not guarantee an 
award. Final scholarship decisions and the 
value of any award are approved through the 
School’s normal scholarship and admissions 
processes and communicated by Admissions. 

Offers will be sent out in the post on  
12 February 2027.

Entry points
The Habs Sports scholarship programme 
operates at the published scholarship 
entry points for the relevant School.  
The criteria and assessment process are 
aligned across Habs Boys and Habs Girls; 
applicants should refer to current 
Admissions information for the entry 
points available in their School and year of 
application.

https://www.habselstree.org.uk/girls/admissions/scholarships/
Cassie Harris
Highlight
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Our purpose
To empower young people to make  

a profound impact in the world



S C H O L A R S H I P  P R O G R A M M E

3 3

Our purpose
To empower young people to make  

a profound impact in the world



H A B S  G I R L S

3 4



S C H O L A R S H I P  P R O G R A M M E

3 5



H A B S  G I R L S

3 6


